One Minute Paper
(Muddiest point)
Uses:

· Opening or closing activity

· Assess how well students are learning the material from a lesson

· Promote active learning

· Engage students in discussion

· Ask students to read aloud to contrast ideas

· Use as re-direct to encourage conversation

· Reveal understanding and misconceptions

Rationale:
· Encourages students assess their own learning 
· Set standards for the level of engagement you expect

· Guide instruction for the next day

· Demonstrates to students that you are concerned about their progress and they should be too
Definitions:
A One-Minute Paper is simply that: writing for one minute on a question or topic posed by the instructor.  
Things to consider:

· Let students work in pairs with the intended goal of sharing responses and trying to answer each others questions.
· Post the strongest 1-minute papers to model for other students the expectation for the assessment. This way you as the instructor get the type of feedback you are looking for.

· Ask students for topic suggestions for future One-Minute Papers

· Provide students an opportunity to tabulate, analyze and present the results to the entire class.
· Not intended for use everyday or students can begin to view as a gimmick 

Process:
1)
Construct one or two questions that students can answer quickly and briefly. Display the questions on the board, SmartBoard, or from a document camera.
2)
Set aside the first or last 5 minutes of class for the 1-minute paper.
3) 
Distribute index cards to students or ask your students to use a half-sheet of paper to write their responses.  Student names can be include but are not necessary.  You may choose to have them identify themselves depending on the exercise.

4)
Ask students to respond to the questions frankly and concisely. Using single words, short phrases or very short sentences is appropriate for this exercise.

5)
Summarize the results and make note of useful comments.
6)
Act on the feedback.  Without action, the exercise is pointless.
Possible Questions:
1) What do you feel is the most important concept you learned today?

2) What is still confusing to you?  (muddiest point)

3) Summarize the main ideas from today’s class

4) Describe an application from a concept discussed today.

5) What are some connections to previous concepts learned so far in this course?


